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Finally, while the nation-state has undoubtedly stood in the way of 
world order and has often suppressed and destroyed community and 
regional life, as well as encouraged a false pride and assertiveness of 
its citizens by identification with it, and at times contempt for or 
neglect of a smaller but potentially richer regional life, it may very 
seriously be questioned whether for Germany, or for any other larger 
nation, the answer can be the elimination of the state. It would seem 
rather to be federalism within and without; an intensification of 
regional interests and the development outward from the national 
loyalty to a genuine world citizenship. This admittedly is hard to 
achieve, and the present development of the United Nations does not 
seem to be too promising of its achievement; but it is somewhat less 
difficult and far more promising than the alternative. 

Yet, these criticisms made, it still remains true that Mr. Mumford 
has courageously analyzed the evils in the life of modern man and has 
suggested the essential spiritual and organic foundations for his rescue. 
Often, too, he has stated the problem before it was generally perceived. 
In particular, in the tradition of the great moralists, he warns continu- 
ously and wisely against looking for salvation from without, by means 
of mere tools and artifacts. 


Tuomas I. Coox 
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON 


Assize of Arms: The Disarmament of Germany and Her Re- 
armament (1919-1939). By Bric.-GENERAL J. H. Morcan. 
With a Preface by Lieut.-General Sir G. M. W. Macdonogh. New 
York, Oxford University Press, 1946.—xxi, 357 pp. $3.50. 


General Morgan has a now familiar story to tell. The German 
High Command regarded the Armistice of 1918 and the Treaty of 
Versailles as a temporary setback and was determined to try again to 
conquer Europe. The Allies abetted this plan by their failure to en- 
force the peace treaty, and after the Pact of Locarno by withdrawing 
the Control Commission from Berlin. Allied statesmen verbally re- 
assured themselves that of course Germany was fulfilling her obliga- 
tions under the Treaty. 

But there was no industrial disarmament. The Control Commission 
‘‘decided to spare every factory and workshop which could establish... 
the fact of its reconversion. The result was that Germany was left 
with every lathe that ever turned a shell” (p. 40). The privileged 
position of the German Officers’ Corps went untouched—that Corps 
“which has blighted like a pest every green shoot of modern thought 
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and progress that might otherwise have taken root in Germany ” 
(p. 143). The methods of selecting and educating the German 
officer remained in effect unchanged. As a result, “the German officer 
was and is always both bestial and malicious, and the flowering of the 
Nazi is the efflorescense of his decay” (p. 251). The officials of the 
Second Reich were the slaves of the Reichswehr and the Officers’ 
Corps. The Red menace was used to dull Allied concern about Ger- 
man disarmament when the menace never existed (p. 192), and grow- 
ing tension between the British and French furthered the Army’s ends 
(p. 134). 

Brigadier General Morgan is a barrister who joined the B.E.F. in 
1914 as a civilian to investigate German breaches of the laws of war. 
He was then appointed a staff captain and rose to the rank of briga- 
dier in 1919, when he served with the Inter-Allied Military Commis- 
sion of Control in Berlin. The present book is apparently based upon 
notes and other data which he had intended to publish earlier but vol- 
untarily suppressed after the Pact of Locarno. The volume was pub- 
lished in England at the end of the war as a reminder of what happened 
last time. Part of the book recounts personal experiences, but on the 
whole it is devoted to demonstrating that the German people, and more 
particularly the Officers’ Corps, did not possess democratic instincts, 
that brutality and viciousness were widespread and accepted, and that 
Hitler simply fulfilled Germany’s “ abiding passion for destruction ” 
(p. 308). A second volume yet to appear is intended to deal more 
specifically with how General von Seekt and the High Command 
succeeded in circumventing Allied attempts to disarm Germany. 

At least the mistakes today are not repeating Allied mistakes twenty- 
five years ago. The German industry which survived the war has 
been dismantled in large part, the German High Command has been 
abolished, and the Army disbanded. The entire country has been 
occupied, and partition prevents any unity of German opposition to 
the Allies. Whether we have created new and even more perplexing 
problems than those of 1920 remains to be seen. 


Joun D. MILLETT 


The New Europe: An Introduction to Its Political Geography. 
By WALTER FITZGERALD. Second Edition. New York and London, 
Harper & Brothers, 1946.—xvi, 298 pp. $2.75. 


This study by a professor of geography in Victoria University 
of Manchester, England, is admirable in conception and execution. 
Undoubtedly the author was prompted to write this book (the first 
edition appeared in Great Britain shortly before the cessation of hostili- 


This content downloaded from 178.250.250.21 on Tue, 03 Nov 2015 15:07:08 UTC 
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 


